The statements regarding some of the diseases were subsequently verified, and more detailed information concerning the subjects of them obtained, through the medium of the constabulary force.
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The results cannot be considered as representing tlie average health of Ireland, for they merely show the number sick, and their diseases on a given day; and there are no means of ascertaining whether sickness was more or less prevalent than usual at the time. They are also open to the objection, that although the returns from public institutions are probably accurate, those of the sick at their own homes must be deemed to be merely approximations to the truth. As, however, the sources of error must be nearly the same over the whole country, the results may be relied 011 as showing the relative prevalence of the various classes of diseases in the different Provinces and Counties. Much valuable and interesting information has been collected on the subject of certain specific affections, particularly deaf-dumbness and blindness, to both of which conditions Mr. Wilde had long directed his attention.
The diseases in the general returns were divided into two classes:? permanent and temporary maladies.
" Among the former may be classed the deaf and dumb, the blind, the lunatic, idiotic, paralytic, and epileptic, as also the lame and decrepit; while under the latter head may be placed all those labouring under the ordinary acute and chronic maladies to which the inhabitants of this country are liable."
In his remarks on the " Permanent Diseases," Mr. Wilde has given a very interesting outline of the history of the instruction of the deaf and dumb from the earliest periods, and of the institutions founded in Ireland for that purpose.
He has given a similar account of the asylums for the blind, and of those for lunatics and idiots. In the report upon the number and condition of the sick in the public hospitals, he has traced the history of these establishments from the time when " stood the Broin Bearg, or the 1 House of Sorrow,' where the sick and wounded were provided for," down to the epidemic years of 1847-8, when many temporary hospitals were erected for the treatment of the sick poor.
Into these subjects, however, we cannot enter, nor can we afford space for the consideration of many interesting details respecting the condition of the permanent sick, such as the sexes, ages, occupations, and social condition of the deaf and dumb, Connaught enjoys a like exemption from pulmonary affections, and the diseases of the brain and nervous system are lower in it than in any of the other provinces. Zymotic diseases were four times as prevalent in Munster as in Ulster, and twice as prevalent as in the other two provinces. The reporters observe that they were most numerous "In the city of Kilkenny and the comities of Clare and Kerry, the city of "Waterford and the town of Galway, in which localities the proportion varied from 1 in 55 to 1 in 94 of the population; and least in the counties of Antrim, Down, Armagh, Donegal, and Dublin, and also Belfast town; showing, in the former instance, the effects of poverty and destitution in the production and maintenance of epidemic diseases; and in the latter, those of comfort, industry, and cleanliness in maintaining a comparative immunity from diseases of an epidemic or contagious character." Fever was the most common disease of this class, constituting, indeed, one-eighth of the whole number sick, and upwards of one half of the cases were in the workhouses and the workhouse hospitals. Dysentery and diarrhoea were next in point of numbers; " they usually follow in the track of feversand, like them, are chiefly to be found in the workhouses. About two-fifths of the cases were consumption, which appears to be much more common in Leinster and Munster than in Ulster and Connaught; the proportions being 79 and 68 in 10,000 of the population in the former, and 55 and 49 in the latter Provinces.
Diseases of the locomotive organs form a considerable item in the table.
Nearly one-half of the cases were rheumatism, and above a fourth were returned as "lameness." On the day of the Census, 519 persons were labouring under fracture, 75 under dislocation, and 58 under the effects of amputation of some of the extremities.
The only other class to which we shall advert is that of diseases of the tegumentary organs, from which Ulster enjoys a very marked exemption, the ratio being only one-third as high as in Leinster and Connaught, and one-fourth as high as in Munster. The difference arises chiefly from the almost entire absence of itch, and also from the low proportion of cases of scald-head and ulcers.
We must now conclude these remarks, referring our readers for further details to the Report itself. Mr. Wilde is entitled to great credit for the industry with which he has collected the facts, the clearness with which he has arranged them, and the interest he has contrived to throw into the usually dry details of a statistical report.
